


4) We are also using this instrument for regular calibration of all the flow meters connected
to various systems in our plant.

Precautions:

Readings may be erroneous if there is scales inside the tube carrying the liquid (especially for
water). In such cases we have replaced a small section of the pipeline with a new pipe and
have measured the flow at the new pipe section.

Computerized Open Channel Flow Measurement using V-Notch

V-Notch is used to measure flow in an open channel. Height of water above the apex of the V-
Notch is measured and empirica formulas are used to derive the flow from the measured
height. Construction of V-Notch have been discussed in 1S- 9108 We have utilized one such
V-Notch for measurement of plant effluent discharge. We have installed a flow measurement
system using ultrasonic height measurement. We have also connected 4-20 ma output from
this totaliser to a computer with suitable A-D converter to store on-line data in the computer
to give hourly/daily trends etc.

Effluent discharge is directly proportional to consumption of water and this flow measurement
system has given us tremendous benefit in conservation of water through monitoring the
effluent, analyzing trends and pin pointing deviations. We are using this measurement system
for last 4 years and there has been no failure so far.

Precautions:

Care needs to be taken for fixing of the V-Notch in the open channel. The side walls to be
sealed properly to prevent water leakage through the side wall otherwise the measured flow
becomes erroneovus.

We have devised procedure for periodic calibration of the system.

Specification :

Level-Sonic Non Contact level gauging using ultrasonic waves
Model : BM 90

Make : Krohne

Refer website of Krohne for detailed spec

WATER DISCHARGE - MONITORING TRENDS FROM STORED DATA




VFED output & Data Acquisition Technique for Flow M easur ement

It is aways not possible to install expensive Flow measurement system at each and every
place. Indirect methods may be used utilising existing system. This is an example of such a
system. We have a borewell pump to draw sub-soil water which is again connected with a
VFD (Variable Frequency Drive). Through pressure sensing, the speed of the motor is varied
to match pumping rate to requirement. This is required as we do not have any centralized
overhead water reservoir. Thus the speed of the pump keeps on varying through out the day
based on instantaneous water demand. We wanted to monitor the consumption continuoudly,

have trends etc. This was not possible with the existing mechanical type flow meter connected
to the system. Analogue signal output of 0-10 V (corresponding to frequency output) was
taken from the VFD and fed to a computer using suitable A-D converter module for

continuous data acquisition and storage. A spare channel of an A-D converter aready
connected to a computer was used and thus there was practically no additional expenditure.

System was calibrated using clamp-on type Flow meter. Flow was measured using the clamp-

on type flow meter corresponding to different speed (frequency output of VFD) of the pump.

This was plotted to get a smooth curve and the data was fed in the computer to get rea time
plot

Although we have not attempted to determine the system accuracy, it is very much possible to
determine the same using more number of data points. The system calibration will get
disturbed once there is any change in the pump efficiency and thus the system needs periodic
calibration.

This system has helped us to monitor continuously and have trends for water consumption
thereby helping to conserve both water and energy.

Air Flow M easurement

We measure the air flow of Fans (open to air) like cooling tower fans, cooling fans using
Anemometer. For measurement of air flow through a duct, pitot tubes is used. However such
measurements are only occasional.

Although we have the desire, we have so far not been able to have an direct on-line
compressed air flow measurement system at our plant for regular use and monitoring. We
have however devised an indirect method for continuous monitoring of compressed air usage
in the plant. We have compressed air system in a ring main and have installed pressure
optimizer & automatic ON/OFF of compressor and thusiit is essential that we know the details
of compressor operation for maximum benefit. We have a total of 6 compressors of 500 CFM
capacity of which 2/3 are in operation based on system requirement. Each of these
compressors have individual Power Meters with communication port. A central computer
collects data form each of these Power meters a an interva of 15 secs. The
On/Off/Loading/Unloading status of the compressors is reflected in the kW drawn for each of
the compressors and which is captured in the computer. Periodic Free Air Delivery of the
compressors are measured. Instantaneous air generation/requirement is therefore summation






