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(Background Announcement)

Here comes the emperor of “United Kingdom of Electricals” - 

(Speaker wearing a mask resembling a Switch with two switches one each in both hands producing   sound of steps by switching them on and off alternately)
With a proud and arrogant tone, which sounds like a king addressing his people the speaker begins:

“I am the undisputed king of the   electrical world. I am present everywhere .I am omni present & most powerful incarnation of the GOD on earth.

My one signal can start or stop Air conditioners, large motors & even Trains. I control use of more than Rs 3 lakh crores worth of electricity. Almost equal  to the Govt. of India’s annual budget.

Despite my importance, some people do not even understand me  & tend to neglect .me. Every time they do so, I surely & severely punish them by way of increased electricity bills and power cuts. I do not forgive. I am not for forgiveness. Let everyone understand this by heart.

I am after all  the Emperor of  ‘United   Kingdom of  Electricals’,my name  is   SWITCH.”

(Speaker removes his mask and keeps it on the lectern and begins his speech)

Mr . Toast Master, Fellow  Toast Masters & welcome  guests.

(Smilingly looking at the Mask he begins his speech)

- 
Let us forgive him for his arrogance because what is proclaiming is quite true. However, I do not agree with him for his statement that he is found everywhere.  It is not very true.

Let me prove him wrong with a real story.  Before re-joining MECON, I was engaged in several activities such as Consulting & Marketing, One of them was Marketing & Installation of Solar Water Heaters.  I had an employee whose relative had just landed up from a village looking for a job.  He was   basically an agricultural worker. I thought that he would be quite useful as a helper to lift & install heavy solar collectors. Hence I offered him the job & since he had no other place to stay. I also made  temporary   arrangements for  him to stay  in the  office.  He immediately joined  & brought his belongings. I was happy for him.

 But next day the security guard told me that the new employee had left all the lights ON in the night. Being very conscious about it. I scolded him & asked him why he didn’t switch off the light?  Do you know what he said? – Mujhe maloom nahin  that ki  light kaise bujhate hain. . (Sir, I did not know how to switch off the lights)  Actually he had never seen any switch because in his village nobody had installed a switch, since the power supply was very infrequent  & erratic.

Why go into the details of how this has happened  & whom to blame .I would like to tell you what we, as individuals can do.  In my opinion this is the only social work in which you don’t have to donate any time or money and which can be taken up by anybody from home and which helps the person himself more than anybody else.

There are no sacrifices involved.  You have to just identify the ‘Ghost Consumers’ ( Like Remotes, Mosquito Mats, Thermostats etc) and make an attempt to  understand how each & every electricity-consuming item should be used.

-     Do not use your T.V remote for switching off the T.V.- Switch-off from main.   

      Remote keeps consuming 6 watts of power even if TV is off. It holds good for UPS 

      too which consumes 9 watts for home computers.

-     Use solar water heater at home for heating water. Using High quality electricity for 

      hot water generation is not morally correct. If use of solar water heater is not  

      possible go for Gas Geysers. Where electric geyser is unavoidable Pl don’t leave it 

      on Thermostat. Electric geyser on thermostat causes standing losses of 1-1.5 units 

      per day.

-    Switch off mosquito mats during day time. Mosquito mats consume 5 watts

 -   Install L.E.D lamps for night, area lighting. Maintain minimum light level to, delay  

     switching ON the main lights.

-    Install 2 nos CFL of 23 watts rating at 2 opposite walls of the room instead of a   

     single 40 watts Tube light. This way you will have flexibility of switching off one of the  

     CFL.

-    Go for more nos of smaller wattage energy efficient Fans of 50 watts rating instead of   

     80 watts rating.

-    Plan your work on computers so that you have to keep it ON for minimum hours.     

     This will also be good for your health.

-    Maintain a daily record of your Electricity meter reading. This will reveal you many 

     Things. 

-    Switch off Fridge in the winter / cold nights. Fridge consumes 1.2 to 4 units per day  

     depending on size,model,make etc.

-    Introduce incentive scheme in your home/ office. Nominate Energy Manager at 

     Your home/office.

 -   Spread the fact about Darkness in the rural areas to as many people as  

     possible. Let them at least feel guilty. One day this guilt feeling will awaken their 

conscience.

Providing good quality and assured electricity to villagers is in our own interest because it will help substantial increase in demand of electric and electronic products in the villages resulting in benefit to national economy. Further, the influx of villagers into cities will reduce drastically. In addition, the working hours of villagers will increase which will contribute in Gross Domestic Products. 

The inventor of electric bulb Sir Thomas Alva Edison had once declared  “ I will make electric light so cheap that only the rich will be able to afford candles.”


Friends, his statement unfortunately has not come true, we have let him down due to our greed to corner all facilities depriving our village brothers of light in their lives.

The least we can do friends (Pointing towards the Mask) is to follow above points  to prove him right that he is omnipresent 

Back to toastmaster.

*****

